
ORDINANCE NO. 24-035

Pollinator Gardens and 
Rain Gardens 

Land Use Committee
April 2, 2024



Code 
Enforcement 
Cases

Larger than permissible

Too close to primary structure. Outside of setbackUnmaintained



New Castle 
County Code 

Section PM 302.4.9.1.1. General. 
Pollinator gardens and rain gardens are 
encouraged on residential and commercial 
properties in order to foster water 
conservation, lower maintenance costs, 
prevent excessive herbicide use, and create 
habitat for wildlife and pollinators to 
enhance our natural ecosystem.



Property 
Maintenance 
Code 
Requirements



Maintenance 
Requirements



Permissible 
Pollinator 
Gardens and 
Rain Gardens

Defined Edging

Container Garden

Setback Requirements Met



Pollinator Gardens and 
Rain Gardens

Pollinator garden means a type of garden designed 
with the intent of growing specific nectar and 
pollen-producing plants, in a manner that attracts 
pollinating insects known as pollinators.

Rain garden means a type of planted area created 
to mimic a natural water retention area and is 
planted with a diversity of woody or herbaceous 
Vegetation, to which stormwater is directed to 
promote infiltration or evapotranspiration.



New Castle County Department of Land use recognizes the need to create policies to 
encourage the preservation, restoration, and management of native plant communities 
and wildlife habitats.

Pollinator gardens and rain gardens allow native plant species to thrive in a pesticide 
and herbicide free environment. This ultimately increase the longevity of the species 
and allows for future pollination.

Pollinators such as bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds are able to transfer the 
pollen from one plant to another allowing for future fertilization. This in turn creates 
greater food production, an increase in native species and an increase in pollinators.

Creating a sustainable home for pollinators directly impacts our County’s ability to 
grow crops such as: strawberries, peaches, asparagus, and tomatoes.

Pollinator gardens and rain gardens protect and preserve legitimate government 
interests, including the protection and preservation of the public health, safety, 
prosperity, general welfare, and quality of life of New Castle County and its residents

Benefits of Pollinator Gardens and Rain Gardens





Delaware Nature Society 
(DNS) Certification

Partnership with 
University of Delaware

Exceptions to this code 
may be granted



Thank you! 
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