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Our Vision and Mission
Delaware Nature Society envisions a healthy and sustainable environment.  

Our mission is to connect people with the natural world to improve our 
environment through education, advocacy and conservation. 
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1,900+ acres of land  
managed for biodiversity 
statewide each year by 

Delaware Nature Society
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Friends,

Welcome to Delaware Nature Society’s Biennial Report which shares the inspiring growth, change, and milestone 
achievements for 2016 and 2017. We are excited to share with you some of the notable successes over the past two 
years! Our Abbott’s Mill Nature Center in Milford commemorated its 35th Anniversary in 2016 with year-long celebration of 
events which engaged new audiences in the natural history and beautiful preserved lands in Kent and Sussex counties. 
We expanded our natural and agricultural lands at Coverdale Farm Preserve through both a land purchase and donation 
– increasing the total acreage to 377 acres (up from 354). In the last two years, our organization expanded its work in 
the areas of Bird Conservation, Land Conservation and Preservation, Advocacy, and Clean Water. This growth led to 
new opportunities to engage our community in meaningful experiences, from participating in Citizen Science programs 
through our bird banding and bird data collection, to advocating to ensure the protection of Clean Water. Another significant 
milestone was the passage of the Delaware River Basin Conservation Act (DRBCA), part of a larger legislative package 
known as the Water Infrastructure Improvement Act for the Nation (WIIN). The legislation required leadership from local 
and regional non-profits, private industry, and elected officials to collaborate to ensure clean drinking water for the millions 
of Americans in four states in the Delaware River Watershed. While we celebrate these wins, we cannot take for granted 
that the environment is worthy both of our protection and our stewardship to safeguard the health of our water, lands, and 
wildlife for future generations.

Nature teaches us that growth is not possible without change. You – our donors, supporters, members, and friends – continue 
to inspire us with your generosity of time, treasure, and talent. You are the spark which causes Delaware Nature Society to 
thrive and champion the environmental causes you care about. We couldn’t achieve it with out you – so thank you! I hope as 
you read this report, you are as inspired as I am about what we have accomplished together. I am truly grateful that we have 
you as partner in this important work to protect what we all care so deeply about – our planet and the environment.

In Gratitude,

Jeff Pantazes, President

Letter from our Board President 

Delaware Futures Volunteers Clearing Invasives  
at DuPont Environmental Education Center
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Bird Conservation  
& Research Program

Downy Woodpecker Banded at Ashland Nature Center  
Photography by Dr. Ian Stewart, DNS Ornithologist
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Scientists have long considered birds, their population trends, 
and the proliferation and variety of species, as an indicator of 
environmental health. Unfortunately, many North American 
birds are experiencing a steady or even drastic decline. One 
of the most common reasons is due to the loss or degradation 
of their habitat. Delaware Nature Society has focused our land 
management strategies on protecting our precious natural 
resources including clean water and managing habitats where 
wildlife can thrive.

With generous funding from the Starrett Foundation, Delaware 
Nature Society hired a staff ornithologist, Dr. Ian Stewart, and 
embarked on a Bird Conservation and Research Program 
focused on the Red Clay Valley. The intention is to study the 
impacts of these conservation land management strategies on 
bird populations. The National Audubon Society designated the 
Red Clay Valley as an Important Bird Area (IBA), which includes 
Ashland Nature Center, Bucktoe Creek Preserve, Coverdale 
Farm Preserve, Mt. Cuba Center, Hoopes Reservoir, and state 
parks. The IBA is home to many rare nesting species and is an 
important migration corridor for raptors, as well as a significant 
stopover location for waterfowl and songbirds.

Conservation Efforts to Support Birds
Over the last few years, hundreds of native trees and shrubs 
have been planted along streams to establish forested 
floodplains which provide crucial habitat for a large variety 
of migratory and nesting birds. Large meadows have been 
replanted with a diversity of native grasses and wildflowers to 
provide breeding and wintering habitat for a wide range of birds, 
as well as hunting grounds for several birds of prey including 
American Kestrels, Long-eared Owls, and Northern Harriers. 

We have established an early successional habitat which 
attracts a wide range of birds including Blue-winged Warbler, 
Prairie Warbler, and Yellow-breasted Chat. Long-eared and 
Saw-whet Owls have been attracted to our managed coniferous 
groves established for them.

Almost 200 nest boxes are maintained throughout our 
properties used by Eastern Bluebirds, Tree Swallows, 
Carolina Chickadees, Eastern Screech Owls, Wood Ducks, 
and American Kestrels. Purple Martins, a species that 
nearly disappeared 30 years ago and are challenged by 
their dependence on shelter provided by humans, are now 
breeding in our nesting houses. Volunteer-collected nest box 
data is shared with Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s NestWatch 
program and the Delaware American Kestrel Partnership.

During 2016 and 2017, we banded 2,079 birds belonging 
to 70 species with the aid of 8 enthusiastic volunteers who 
contributed an amazing 651 hours of effort. Amazingly, we 
have recaptured 22 of our migrant birds banded in one 
summer or winter at the same site in a later summer or winter. 

Bird Education and Outreach
Ashland Nature Center and Bucktoe Creek Preserve 
banding stations have hosted 520 visitors during these 2 
years, many of whom were our summer campers. Visitors 
not only experienced the thrill of seeing wild birds up 
close as they were being banded and measured, but also 
learned about the science behind banding and the data it 
is providing us. In August 2017, a bird-tracking tower was 
erected at Bucktoe Creek Preserve as part of the Motus 
network of tracking towers throughout North America. Each 
tower detects any bird within a 15km radius that has been 
fitted with a special transmitter and the network of towers 
has allowed us to track the flight paths of individual birds 
as they migrate north or south. Even though the Bucktoe 
tower was only erected last August we have already 
detected 16 birds (a mix of passerines and shorebirds) 
and even a Silver-haired Bat tagged in Ontario. These 
far-traveled birds remind us that habitat improvements we 
make locally can have far-reaching effects to bird species 
beyond our region.

Visit us at DelNature.org/Birds to learn more.

PIctured (clockwise from top): Purple Martin bird houses (Abbott’s Mill Nature Center), Eastern Screech Owl (Ashland Nature Center), bird program  
with Ian Stewart (Ashland), adult Purple Martin (Flint Woods Preserve), Ian Stewart with male Scarlett Tanager (Bucktoe Creek Preserve), American Kestrel.  

All birds in hand were caught, banded, and measured by our staff Ornithologist Dr. Ian Stewart and then released.
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Photography by Jim White, DNS Senior 
Fellow for Land and Biodiversity Management
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Delaware Nature Society’s commitment to preserving outstanding 
natural areas, open space, and farmland preservation has been 
a primary focus of the organization since its inception. From the 
identification of important lands worthy of protection in our 1978 
publication, “Delaware’s Outstanding Natural Areas and their 
Preservation,” to proactively working with private landowners 
on conservation easements in Red Clay Valley, our commitment 
to preservation of land continues through the expansion of 
Coverdale Farm Preserve. 

Coverdale Farm Preserve is the largest contiguous land holding 
Delaware Nature Society owns statewide and includes many unique 
landscape types – woodlands, meadows, wetlands, and farmland – 
an exceptionally diverse ecosystem that is available for study and 
personal learning. Over half the acreage is dedicated as a nature 
preserve, the highest conservation and preservation protections 
available. These lands are managed for biodiversity (Long-eared 
Owls, Barred Owls, Red-tailed Hawks, American Kestrels, and over 
231 identified bird species nest and migrate through Coverdale) and 
watershed stewardship (Burrows Run, a tributary of the Red Clay 
Creek Watershed runs through the Preserve). 

Coverdale’s history in agriculture dates to a William Penn land grant 
in 1699 known as Letitia Manor. It was farmed by the same family 
for six generations until it was purchased by the Greenewalt family 
in 1938. For the last three decades, Delaware Nature Society has 
contributed to the land management of the natural areas and, in 
1998, it was donated to our organization. 

In 2016, we completed the fundraising to purchase and preserve 
a contiguous parcel to Coverdale Farm Preserve, Genevieve 
Estes du Pont Tract. This 4-acre parcel of land has environmental 
significance for many reasons, including its connection point to an 
open pasture and preserved wooded buffer along Burrows Run, 
a tributary of the Red Clay Creek, a region of mature woodlands 
and floodplain meadows known for its abundant birdlife, 
butterflies, and wildflowers. This preservation was made possible 
by many generous individual donors and private foundations 

including Mt. Cuba Foundation, The Allerton Foundation, 
Crestlea Foundation, Marmot Foundation, Marshall Reynolds 
Foundation, Stratus Foundation, and FairPlay Foundation.

In 2017, we received a generous donation of another contiguous 
parcel of land, 21.5 acres, to Coverdale Farm Preserve. This 
generous gift of land from the Frederick family is known for its 
spring ephemeral wildflowers and woodlands and is also a part 
of Burrows Run, a pristine tributary of Red Clay Creek. These 
two land preservation efforts have expanded Coverdale Farm 
Preserve to 377 acres, but more importantly, will provide additional 
opportunities for conservation land management techniques 
intended to preserve water quality and improve biodiversity.

Coverdale Farm Master Plan 

Delaware Nature Society has long recognized that how we 
grow food can have a profound impact on the environment. 
In 2016, we embarked on a comprehensive master planning 
process for Coverdale Farm Preserve. Completed in 2017, 
the Coverdale Master Plan concluded that sustainable farming 
practices were simply not enough; Coverdale Farm Preserve 
should lead our agricultural production to more ecologically and 
socially regenerative practices that have a positive impact on 
the community and the environment. Our work has begun with a 
vision to turn Coverdale’s stunning landscape into a viable model 
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Regenerative Agriculture: From Planning to Action

Coverdale Farm

Most photography for this article by Ashley Harrell, DNS Coverdale Education Coordinator.



7 7

Preserve

75 tons of produce grown at  
Coverdale Farm Preserve

for land conservation, preservation, and wildlife habitat while 
producing healthy food for our community. Honoring our many 
years of conservation land-management strategies in the natural 
areas of Coverdale, the implementation of regenerative agricultural 
practices will mimic the natural processes that contribute to healthy 
soil, animals, and ecosystems. 

Phase One – Establishing Our Regenerative 
Agriculture Systems

Regenerative Agriculture methods are a highly dynamic farm 
system that is constant motion, with grazing livestock working very 
small areas of pasture (approximately 1-2 acres) until they are 
moved into the next area of pasture with rotations of vegetation 
crops that require minimum inputs but produce maximum yields. 
Each component of the system is selected for its contributions 
to soil health. In 2017, we began Phase One of our master plan 
implementation, which included integrating our rotational grazing of 
livestock, the expansion of vegetable production, new programming 
for beginning and urban farmers.

Developed through our preliminary work with the USDA Beginning 
Farmer and Rancher Program, Coverdale incorporated 6 on-farm 
training workshops for beginning and urban farmers on topics 
including season extension, high tunnel construction and use, and 
Integrated Pest Management (IMP). Over 60 farmers attended. 
Over the next 3 years, we will extend these workshops to include 
pasture-grazing poultry (egg-layers and turkey), animal husbandry, 
and other topics related to our regenerative agriculture program.

Building on the success of our mobile chicken houses, which 
we fondly call “Egg-mobiles”, a pasture-raised turkey program 
was launched in 2017. Our rotational bird grazing now includes 
a variety of conventional and heritage breeds of turkeys which 
yielded 879 pounds of Thanksgiving turkey in 2017. 

Perhaps one of the most important elements of our master plan 
implementation is through the integration of the leader-follower 
system and the introduction of the leaders – our Red Devon cows. 
For Coverdale, the multi-species rotational grazing system is 
comprised of large ruminants (cows), followed by small ruminants 
(sheep), followed by poultry (a variety of heritage breeds of egg 

laying hens and turkeys). Farm staff has been working with each 
species separately to gain a good command of how each animal type 
performs in the field before blending them all together. Eventually, 
when visiting the farm, you will see large fields with cows in a small 
pasture followed by sheep behind them, followed by birds (hens 
and turkeys). Each class carries out their amazing services to the 
ecosystem to benefit the soil and increase biodiversity and overall 
health of the animal, providing nutrition density from the ground up.

Looking Ahead

Phase One of Coverdale Farm Regenerative Agriculture program 
will continue well into the next 3 years, as we continuously 
adapt our farming methods to work in concert with natural 
ecosystems, blending the lines between the nature preserve and 
our agriculture lands. Approximately 160 acres of Coverdale’s 
lands are now part of our Regenerative Agriculture program. 
In 2017, a board-led Coverdale Farm Preserve committee was 
formed. In 2018, a Coverdale Business & Operations Plan was 
developed to provide a 5-year business planning strategy to 
optimize production while providing opportunities for earned 
revenue in support of the operations.

Delaware Nature Society extends our sincere gratitude to the 
following foundations, organizations, and individuals who have 
contributed to Coverdale Farm Preserve Master Plan Phase One 
implementation initiatives: Crystal Trust Foundation, Patagonia, 
Harvest Market (Bob Kleszics & Karen Ashley), Peter Kjellerup & 
Mandy Cabot, Eric & Martha Lynn Brinsfield, Hank & Mary Davis, 
and Margaretta Frederick & Michael Martin. 

Visit us at DelNature.org/Coverdale to learn more.

Photography by Jim White, DNS Senior Fellow for Land and Biodiversity Management
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Endowment Gifts
Endowment gifts are planned gifts that 
provide perpetual annual support for 
Delaware Nature Society’s education 
programs, conservation stewardship, and 
advocacy initiatives. The following are 
endowment gifts were received between 
January 1, 2016 and December 31, 2017.
The Estate of Edward Eugene Wilson
The Estate of Iona Reiver 

Monarch Legacy Society
The Monarch Legacy Society recognizes 
individuals who have made long-term 
provisions for Delaware Nature Society 
through an estate planning arrangement. 
All known members of the Monarch Legacy 
Society are listed. If you have intentions to gift 
Delaware Nature Society in your estate plans 
or would like more information, please contact 
Joanne McGeoch, Acting Deputy Director at 
JMcGeoch@DelNature.org.
Edna Bente
Herbert & Yvonne Blades
Barbara Borleske
Susan Chernuka
Donna Tait Coulson
Hank & Mary Davis
Brian & Helen Fischel
George Fisher, IV
Lorraine & Richard Fleming
Peter & Karen Flint
William & Nancy Frederick
Dan Greenberg
Ed & Diane Gulyas
Regina Haug
Gary & Ingrid Jackoway
John and Janet Jones
Phil & Betty Klabunde
Renee Lett
Thomas & Ruth Marshall
Violet Marvel
Jack & Kathryn Massau
Richard Morelli & Pamela Stephani
June Jenkins Peterson
Elizabeth Poole
Mike Riska & Angie Dunson
June Robbins
Charles & Pat Robertson
Ethel Sayre
Tom & Mary Shea

Dale Stratton
Kathy Szczerba
Ellis & Bonnie Underkoffler
Mary Vane
Alma Warrington
Paul Bechly & Elizabeth Wells
Karen Zeitler

Special Campaigns and 
Fundraising Initiatives

AMNC 35th Anniversary
Our Abbott’s Mill Nature Center in Sussex 
County, DE celebrated its 35th Anniversary 
in 2016. The following donors made gifts in 
honor of AMNC’s 35th Anniversary.
Archology, LLC
Atlantic Concrete Company
Bayhealth Medical Center
Dave & Ann Burton
Wade & Lynn Catts
County Bank
Delaware Community Foundation
Del-Coast Design & Build, LLC
Dogfish Head
Duck In Car Wash
George Fisher, IV
Gateway Subaru
I. G. Burton & Co., Inc.
Don Long & Terri Lottmann
M&T Bank
Mid-State Insurance, Inc
Milford Lions Club
Nucar Lewes Auto Mall
Read Aloud Delaware
Southern Delaware Medical Group
Town of Slaughter Beach
Matthew & Erin Windsor

Bird Conservation & Research
DNS’ Bird Conservation and Research 
Program is a three-year bird banding study 
of Red Clay Valley conducted by staff 
ornithologist Dr. Ian Stewart which includes 
bird hikes, bird counts, and the banding of 
nesting and migratory birds.
Frances Bayard
Joan Bolling
Margaretta Brokaw
Jeff & Beth Chambers
Gary & Judith Charles

Delmarva Ornithological Society
Tom & Margaret Evans
Brian & Helen Fischel
Peter & Karen Flint
Michael Martin & Margaretta Frederick
Ed & Diane Gulyas
Nathan & Marilyn Hayward
Barbara Holme
Frank Levy
Longwood Gardens
Ray Mortenson & Jean Wardle
Mt. Cuba Center, Inc.
Kenneth & Kathryn Nachbar
Charles & Pat Robertson
William Rowe & Lois Dow
Runnymede Sanctuary Trust
Ginny Schiavelli
Starrett Foundation
Larry & Karen Steenhoek
David & Susan Stratton
Sue Welles
Constance West
Norman Wilder
Tom & Diane Wren
Ronald & Janet Yabroff
Toros & Michele Zeibari
Ziggy’s Wood Floor Mechanics

Clean Water Campaign 
Since March 2015, Delaware Nature Society, 
along with our partners Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary and Center for the Inland 
Bays, has been running a statewide clean 
water campaign to ensure sustainable 
governmental funding and citizen outreach 
and education.
Marvin & Kathy Andersen
BHA Foundation
Blue Blaze Associates, LLC
Brightfields, Inc.
Brandywine Garden Club
Brandywine Red Clay Alliance
Cabela’s
Corrado Construction Company
Kathleen Dauphin
Delmarva Power
Duffield Associates, Inc.
DRPR Strategies, LLC
GreenWatch Institute
Inland Bays Foundation
Matt Slap Subaru
National Parks Conservation Association

National Wildlife Federation
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
Patagonia
Pennoni Associates, Inc.
River Network
Wendy Scott & Sandra Taccone
Speakman Industries
Suez 
Tidewater Utilities, Inc.
Lisa Tossey 
William Penn Foundation
Williams Law Firm, P.A.

Connecting People to 
Nature Campaign
Connecting People to Nature Campaign 
was a $330,000 capacity building campaign 
to raise unrestricted funds in support of 
implementation of our 2014 - 2017 Strategic 
Plan. The following individuals provided 
leadership gifts in support of the campaign.
Allen & Marsha Barnett
Daniel Barbato
Steve & Barbara Borleske
Eric & Martha Brinsfield
Margaretta Brokaw
Mark Carter
Hank & Mary Davis
Henry B. Du Pont, IV
George Fisher, IV
Richard & Lorraine Fleming
Peter & Karen Flint 
Cristina Frank
Rebecca Frederick & Trina Tjersland
William & Nancy Frederick
Fusco Charitable Foundation
Drew Fennell & Lisa Goodman
Barbara Greenewalt
Ed & Diane Gulyas
H. Theodore & Virginia Harcke
Clifford & Kim Hunter
Crawford & Anna Marie MacKeand
Michael Martin & Margaretta Frederick 
John & Christine Odom
Jeff & Lynn Pantazes
Julie Pfeffer
Chan & Carmen Lee Pow 
June Robbins
Charles & Pat Robertson
Seth & Dorothy Ross
Dale Stratton

Honor Roll list of Donors
We extend sincere thanks to our many friends and donors whose combined commitment and loyalty make possible Delaware Nature 
Society’s ongoing work to connect people to nature and improve the environment through our three-tierd mission: education, advocacy 
and conservation. The following contributions reflect donations received by Delaware Nature Society in Fiscal Year 2016 (January 1 
through December 31, 2016) and Fiscal Year 2017 (January 1 through December 31, 2017).

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of these listings. If there is any omission or a misspelling, please excuse our error and contact 
Joanne McGeoch, Acting Deputy Executive Director and Director of Development at 302.239.2334 to update our records.
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2,000+ 
summer 
campers 

explored and 
discovered the 

wonders of nature

Fort Building Summer Camp at Ashland Nature Center 
Photography by Christi Leeson, DNS Web & Graphic Design Coord.
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Richard & Sharon Struthers
Mary Vane
Lowell & Lois Underhill
Brian & Carrie Winslow

Coverdale Farm Preserve 
Master Plan
In 2016, Delaware Nature Society embarked 
on a plan to expand our regenerative 
farming practices through the development 
of the Coverdale Farm Master Plan.
Eric & Martha Lynn Brinsfield 
Crystal Trust Foundation
Hank & Mary Davis
Harvest Market Inc.
Peter Kjellerup & Mandy Cabot 
Michael Martin & Margaretta Frederick
Patagonia

Farm to Fork Sponsorships
Farm to Fork is Delaware Nature Society’s 
premier fundraising event. These donors 
were either event or table sponsors at 
Farm to Fork. 
Peter & Kristen Abessinio
Will & Tabitha Bradley
Brightfields, Inc
Margaretta Brokaw
Calvert Retail - Kitchen & Company
Hank & Mary Davis
Todd & Sally Feeley
Harvest Market Inc.
Andrew Homsey & Lisabeth Moore
William & Melissa Lafferty
M&T Bank
Jeff & Lynn Pantazes
Patterson Schwartz Foundation, Inc.
PNC Bank, Delaware
Sir Speedy
Bret Snyder & Anna Quisel
Michael Steiner & Jennifer
Adam Gould & Nicki Taylor
W.E. Shone Company
David Weir & Goat Kitchen & Bar
The Whip Tavern
Wilmington Trust

Land Acquisition & 
Conservation Campaign
Our Land Acquisition & Conservation 
Campaign was a $600,000 fundraising 
campaign to preserve the Genevieve Estes 
du Pont Tract adjacent to our Coverdale 
Farm Preserve. 
Allerton Foundation
Eric & Martha Lynn Brinsfield
Crestlea Foundation
Fair Play Foundation
Michael Martin & Margaretta Frederick
Rebecca Frederick & Trina Tjersland
Barbara Greenewalt
David & Melanie Greenewalt
Frederick & Stasia Greenewalt
Henry Greenewalt
Mt. Cuba Center, Inc.

Marmot Foundation
Marshall Reynolds Foundation
John & Christine Odom
Stratus Foundation
Richard & Sharon Struthers
Mary Vane

Reaching & Engaging with 
Nature to Empower Wilmington 
(RENEW) Program
RENEW (Reaching and Engaging with 
Nature to Empower Wilmington) is a youth 
engagement program focused on connecting 
Wilmington city youth to nature to improve 
their quality of life and the environment. 
BlackRock, Inc.
DuPont Corporation
Garden Club Of Wilmington
S.L. Gimbel Foundation
William Haldeman & Kara Coats
Kennett Design LLC
Gary Koretzky & Kim Overby 
NASGA
Penn Cinema Riverfront, LLC
June Peterson
Riverfront Development Corporation Of 

Delaware
State Of Delaware
State Of Maryland - College Park
Robert Ullrich

2017 Gifts, Grants and 
Contributions
Gifts received FY 2017, January 1, 2017 
through December 31, 2017

The Guardians
Guardians provide leadership support of 
$1,000 or more to advance organizational 
priorities in fulfilment of our mission.
$100,000 and up
Estate of Edward Eugene Wilson
Crystal Trust Foundation
State of Delaware
William Penn Foundation
$50,000- $99,000
Anonymous
National Wildlife Federation
New Castle County
Riverfront Development Corporation
Starrett Foundation
$25,000-$49,000
3M Foundation
Margaretta Brokaw
Hank & Mary Davis
Delmarva Power
Henry du Pont, IV
DuPont Corporation
Peter & Karen Flint
Peter Kjellerup & Mandy Cabot 
Patagonia

$10,000- $24,999
Ashland, Inc.
Delmarva Ornithological Society
William & Nancy Frederick
S.L. Gimbel Foundation
Henry C. Greenewalt
William & Melissa Lafferty
Marshall Reynolds Foundation
Mt. Cuba Center, Inc.
National Audubon Society
PSEG Nuclear
June Robbins
Robin Ruth
Speakman Industries
Richard & Sharon Struthers
$5,000-$9,999
Allen & Marsha Barnett
BHA Foundation Fund
Steve & Barbara Borleske
Jeffrey & Carol Lloyd Bove
Ellason Downs Perpetual Charitable Trust
George Fisher, IV
Richard & Lorraine Fleming
Barbara Greenewalt
Ed & Diane Gulyas
Gary Koretzky & Kim Overby 
Michael Martin & Margaretta Frederick
Penn Cinema Riverfront, LLC
Charles & Pat Robertson
Suez Water
Kathleen Szczerba
University Of Pennsylvania
Charles Wentz Carter Memorial Foundation
$2,500- $4,999
The Estate of Iona Reiver
Max & Charlotte Barus
Eric & Martha Lynn Brinsfield
Calvert Retail - Kitchen & Company
Larry & Leslie Cook
Delaware Futures
Delaware Electric Cooperative
Dogfish Head Craft Brewed Ales
Rebecca Frederick & Trina Tjersland

H. Theodore & Virginia Harcke
Harvest Market, Inc.
Longwood Gardens
Kenneth & Kathryn Nachbar
Charles Nakamura & Lisa Laffend 
Jeff & Lynn Pantazes
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
Pepco Holdings, Inc.
June Peterson
Bret Snyder & Anna Quisel 
Mary Vane
Wilmington Trust
$1,000-$2,499
AIG Grants Program
Thomas & Ann Marie Akana
Steve & Bina Allen
Richard Angiullo & Holly Lissner
Bancroft Construction Company
Georgina Bissell
Jeffrey & Carter Bowersox
Will & Tabitha Bradley
Brightfields, Inc.
Laura Campbell
Steve & Peg Castorani
Gary & Judith Charles
Douglas & Ellen Clarke
Charles & Bonnie Copeland
David & Kathy Craven
Edward & Bonnie Crawford
Dawn Rittenhouse
Delaware Bioscience Association, Inc.
Joe & Marie-Eve DeSantis
Donald & Sally Dewees
Kevin Donnelly
Paul & Mary Ehrlichman
Robert Ewers & Penny Pleasance
Todd & Sally Feeley
Roy & Pamela Finkelman
Brian & Helen Fischel
Joel Fishman & Pamela Biddle
Peter Frederick & Marilyn Spalding
Steven Freilich & Kathryn Pearlstine
Rodney & Shelly Galentine

10,000+ plastic  
bottles eliminated 

thanks to our water 
filtration filling station

10,000+ plastic  
bottles eliminated 

thanks to our water 
filtration filling station

9Nearly 200 attendees at our 4th Annual Clean Water Rally
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Gateway Subaru
GreenWatch Institute
Helen Griffith
William Haldeman & Kara Coats
Christine & John Hastings
Steve & Susan Herrmann
Andrew Homsey & Lisabeth Moore 
Clifford & Kim Hunter
I. G. Burton & Co., Inc.
Incyte Corporation 
Independence Seaport Museum
Charles Ingersoll & Richard Jolly
William & Barbara Jaffee
Bob & Maureen Jarvis
JJID, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase Foundation 
Philip & Betty Klabunde
Kohl’s Department Stores, Inc.
Renee Lett
Dan & Missy Lickle
Gordon & Sue Lipscy
Bonnie Matthaeus
Richard & Jean May
Karen McLachlan
Emil & Phyllis Mikity
Sean Morrison & Cheryl Anne Hess
NASGA
Terry & Sally O’Byrne
John & Christine Odom
Austin Okie
Patterson Schwartz Foundation, Inc.
John & Beth Peoples
Stephen & Lauren Petersen
Julie Pfeffer
John & Barbara Reader
Michael Riska & Angie Dunson
Runnymede Sanctuary Trust
James & Patricia Seif
Charles & Kathy Shattuck
David & Karen Sowa
Richard & Linda Stat
State Of Maryland - College Park
Larry & Karen Steenhoek
Michael & Jennifer Steiner
Dee Stevens
David & Susan Stratton
Dale Stratton
Sussex County Council
Eric & Laura Thompson
Robert Ullrich
Lowell & Lois Underhill
Ellis & Bonnie Underkoffler
John & Aubree Wellons
Dade & MaryBeth Werb 
Evelyn Williams
Rich & Linda Williams
Brian & Carrie Winslow
W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.
Ronald & Janet Yabroff
Karen Zecher
$500 - $999
American Birding Association
American Honda Finance Corp.
AstraZeneca Inc.

Leonard Avdey
Dan Barbato
John Bare & Kim Townsend
Bayhealth Medical Center
BlackRock, Inc.
Joan Bolling
Joshua & Brenda Boucher
David & Kathleen Brownlee
Warren Butt & Elaine Schmerling
Michael & Cammie Cairns
Jeff & Beth Chambers
James & Mary Jo Chandler
Phoebe Craven
George & Cathy Datto
Lisa Daudon
Frank & Alyce DeGennaro
DRPR Strategies, LLC
Rod Ellingsworth & Sharon Small
Richard & Kim Facciolo
Henry & Susan Flint
Thomas Ford
Greg Gagliano
William & Katherine Gahagan
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
Gateway Garden Center, Inc.
Raymond Gingerich
Adam Gould & Nicki Taylor 
Greg Greene & Paula Janssen 
Hammer Family
Bill & Melinda Hardie
Peter & Su Horty
Johnson & Johnson
John & Jan Jones
Fred & Lynne Kielhorn
June Kleban
Adam Landis & Deborah Miller
Gregory & Ruth Lavelle
Edward & Kristin Ledden
Lifecycle
Ronald & Carol Majors
Robert & Diane McGovern
Eric & Dana Monzo
Michael Moore
Ray Mortenson & Jean Wardle
Christopher & Mary Patterson
James & Kathleen Patton
Pennoni Associates, Inc.
Charles & Kathy Potter
Seth & Dorothy Ross
Rotary Club of Wilmington
Robert Wieman & Sarah Ryan
Salsa Labs
Peter & Kathryn Scudera
Rodney & Lynn Herrick Sharp
Scott & Nancy Sherr
Lloyd & Jolly Shorter
Richard & Violette Sutton
Dick & Janice Taylor
Joshua & Michelle Treisner
Phillip Liu & Kate Tullis 
University of Delaware - College of Earth, 

Ocean & Environment
Gene & Alexandra Vadas
Brock & Yvonne Vinton

Roland & Kate Tyler Wall
Rob Walton & Elizabeth B. Pertzoff
Constance West
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Dorothy Whitmore
Wild Birds Unlimited
Norman Wilder
$250-$499
Anonymous
3BL Media LLC
Rick & Elly Alexander
Naomi Anafi
Artesian Water Company, Inc.
David & Margaret Aument
Len & Sue Bardsley
David & Sandy Beswick
Blue Blaze Associates, LLC
Bill & Sonja Bochow
William & Linda Brizendine
Lisa Brubaker
The Chanticleer Foundation
Chesapeake Utilities
Walter & Jeanne Ciecko
Donald & Martha Coats
County Bank
Paul Dennison & Sue Schaefer
Patrick & Dawn Downes
Duffield Associates, Inc. 
Ederic Foundation
The Emory Agency, Inc.
Exelon Power
David & Catrien Goldsworthy
Greg Greene & Paula Janssen
Larry & Marion Hamermesh
Anne Harper
James & Lori Hollis
Lawrence & Donna Josefowski
Laura Michelle Kaplan
Jan & Sheila King
Travis & Julia Koch
Richard & Lucinda Laird
Ted & Rosemary Lassiter
Frank Levy
Jerry & Nancy Maliwesky
Tom & Ruth Marshall
Kathryn M. Massau
W. Michael & Maria McCabe
Merck Partnership For Giving
Mielnikiewicz & Hearne Family
Robert & Harrie Ellen Minnehan
Montrachet Fine Foods
Garrett & Christine Moritz
Mt. Cuba Center
Steve Needs & Joanne McGeoch
Bob & Toni Newton
Eric & Kaye Norenberg
Lee & Helen Peachey
Rich & Maribeth Przywara
Richard & Karen Quisenberry
Michael & Mary Rice
W. Eric & Judith E. Roberson
Steve & Jill Roberts
Joe & Joan Rosenthal
William Rowe & Lois Dow 

Matt Sarver & Lauren Morgens
Wesley & Michelle Schwandt
Brigitte Segmuller
Eli & Molly Sharp
Don Sparks
Matthew Stachel
Ralph & Cynthia Stahl
Tidewater Utilities, Inc.
P. Coleman & Susan Townsend
Bruce & Jenny Vrana
Kimberly B. Wahl
W.E. Shone Company
Sue Welles
Harold & Jean White
Jim & Linda Wolfer
Ziggy’s Wood Floor Mechanics
Larry & Joyce Zutz

Memorial Gifts
Memorial gifts are generous gifts received 
in memory of a loved one and are allocated 
towards Delaware Nature Society’s 
endowment fund (unless otherwise noted)
In Memory of Ronald C. Bauman
Andrew & Elizabeth Dawson Moore
In Memory of Raimon Beard
Patrick & Carol Ireland
In Memory of Jack Billingsley
Eric Bloomquist & Lisa Sheehy
Duffield Associates, Inc.
In Memory of Clem Bowen
Dick & Lorraine Fleming
In Memory of Harry Cripps
Bill Collins & Priscilla Goldsmith
LeRoy & Winifred Cripps
Gary & Charlene Maupin
In Memory of Mary Rosanne Cristanetti
Gabriella Cristanetti
Liane Grieco
Jonathan Jaffe
Roppe Corporation
Christine Tomasetti
In Memory of Dan Daudon
Don Hendrich & Paula Jenness
In Memory of Bonnie Jean Greenberg
Dan Greenberg
In Memory of Patricia Haac
Richard & Virginia Baldwin
Fanny Berg
Allene Goodfellow
Charles & Pat Robertson
Karen Thuma
In Memory of Debbie Connor Hobbs
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
In Memory of Connie Keating
Sophie Ashmore
W. Preston & Mary Cooper
Ruth Draper
Harry Heath & Janet Blanchfield
Margaret Kincannon

~16,000 native 
plants sold 

at our Annual  
Native Plant Sales

~16,000 native 
plants sold 

at our Annual  
Native Plant Sales
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Hummingbird Bee with Garden Flox  
in Ashland’s Hummingbird Haven  
Photography by Gary Snyder 
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Chris McLaughlin
Wayne & Virginia Outten
Jan Potter
In Memory of Edith Lois Kline
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
In Memory Lilyan Knoller
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
In Memory of Jack Massau
Dale Stratton
In Memory of Christopher McClafferty
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
In Memory of Jane V. McKenna
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
In Memory of Virginia Merryman
Drew & Susan Jefferson
In Memory of Frank Milbourne
Gregory & Juliet Dee
In Memory of James Roberts
Steve & Jill Roberts
In Memory of Paul Russell
Angelina Ager
Carol Barnett
Stephen & Nora Childers
Thomas & Henrietta Chilton
Brenda Dunton
Kathleen Hall
Michael & Barbara Mills
Thomas & Constance Novitsky
Cheryl Passwater
Tammy Prout
Sheppard & Linda Thompson
Shaun & Mara Tompson
Elliott & Lee Joy Workman
In Memory of Nikos Stavriano
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
In Honor of Shane Levi Marcus
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
In Honor of Norman Wilder’s 100th 
Birthday
Douglas & Karen Batt
Thomas & Susan Eichler
Brian & Helen Fischel
John & Joan Priest
E. Franklin & Robin Smith
John Whitby
Gifts to the Mary Fey Jenkins 
Scholarship Fund
Brian & Helen Fischel
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
Gifts to the Michael Riska Educational 
Intern Scholarship Fund
Michael Riska & Angie Dunson

Contributions ~ In-Kind
Beau Biden Foundation
William & Gloria Cooke
Hank Davis
Lakota Ranch
Ted Thompson
Sir Speedy Printing

2016 Gifts, Grants and 
Contributions
Gifts received FY 2016, January 1, 2016 
through December 31, 2016

The Guardians
Guardians provide leadership support of 
$1,000 or more to advance organizational 
priorities and fulfilment of our mission
$100,000 and up
Estate of Edward Eugene Wilson
State of Delaware 
William Penn Foundation
$50,000- $99,000
Peter & Karen Flint 
New Castle County
$25,000- $49,999
Margaretta Brokaw
$10,000 - $24,999
Allerton Foundation
Ashland, Inc.
BlackRock, Inc.
Hank & Mary Davis
Delmarva Power
Henry B. du Pont, IV
DuPont Corporation
Henry Greenewalt
National Wildlife Federation
PSEG Nuclear, LLC
June Robbins
Starrett Foundation
Stratus Foundation
Richard & Sharon Struthers
$5,000-$9,999
Allen & Marsha Barnett
BHA Foundation Fund
Steve & Barbara Borleske
Charles Wentz Carter Memorial Foundation
Conservation District - New Castle County
Delaware City Refining Company
Delaware Futures
Delmarva Ornithological Society
Dogfish Head Craft Brewed Ales
Ellason Downs Perpetual Charitable Trust
George Fisher, IV
Richard & Lorraine Fleming
William & Nancy Frederick
Garden Club Of Wilmington
Barbara Greenewalt
William & Melissa Lafferty
Michael Martin & Margaretta Frederick
Mt. Cuba Center
Charles & Pat Robertson
Suez Water
Kathleen Szczerba
Wilmington Trust
$2,500- $4,999
Anonymous
Max & Charlotte Barus
Eric & Martha Lynn Brinsfield
Christina Conservancy, Inc.

Gateway Garden Center, Inc.
Harvest Market, Inc.
Gary Koretzky & Kim Overby
Sean Morrison & Cheryl Anne Hess
Charles Nakamura & Lisa Laffend
Kenneth & Kathryn Nachbar
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
Pepco Holdings, Inc.
June Peterson
Dale Stratton
Mary K. Vane
Jim Wittine & Betty Mincer
$1,000-$2,499
American Honda Finance Corp
John & Christine Hastings
Thomas & Ann Marie Akana
Archology, LLC
Bancroft Construction Company
Daniel Barbato
Bayhealth Medical Center
Georgina M. Bissell
Jeffrey & Carter Bowersox
David & Kathleen A. Brownlee
Laura Campbell
Steve & Peg Castorani
Gary & Judith Charles
The Christmas Shop Foundation
Douglas & Ellen Clarke
David & Kathy Craven
D&R Greenway Land Trust
Donald & Sally Dewees
Kevin Donnelly
Irénée & Barbara du Pont
Irénée & Katherine du Pont May
Paul & Mary Ehrlichman
Robert Ewers & Penny Pleasance
Fair Play Foundation
Todd & Sally Feeley
Roy & Pamela Finkelman
Joel Fishman & Pamela Biddle

William & Katherine Gahagan
Rodney & Shelly Galentine
Gateway Subaru
Adam Gould & Nicki Taylor 
GreenWatch Institute
Ed & Diane Gulyas
William Haldeman & Kara Coats
H. Theodore & Virginia Harcke
Sally Harrison
David Harrison
Steve & Susan Herrmann
Charles Ingersoll & Richard Jolly
Bob & Maureen Jarvis
Junior League of Wilmington
Michael & Yvonne Kelley
Calvert Retail - Kitchen & Company
Philip & Betty Klabunde
Renee Lett
Dan & Missy Lickle
Gordon & Sue Lipscy
Stephen & Jennifer Llewelyn
Longwood Gardens
Matt Slap Subaru
Richard & Jean May
Karen McLachlan
Emil & Phyllis Mikity
Lisabeth Moore & Andrew Homsey
Ray Mortenson & Jean Wardle
Noramco of Delaware Inc.
Terry & Sally O’Byrne
John & Christine Odom
Jeff & Lynn Pantazes
Patagonia
Kathryn Pearlstine & Steven Freilich
John & Beth Peoples
Stephen & Lauren Petersen
Julie Pfeffer
PNC Bank, Delaware
Michael Riska & Angie Dunson
Dawn Rittenhouse

4,800 kWh saved each year 
thanks to our solar panels!

That’s like keeping  
CO2 emissions of 

400 gallons of gasoline 
out of our air

1111

100+ Certified Wildlife Habitats created
statewide, providing food, water, cover, and baby-supporting spaces for birds,          
bees, butterflies, and other      wildlife

100+ Certified Wildlife Habitats created
statewide, providing food, water, cover, and baby-supporting spaces for birds,          
bees, butterflies, and other      wildlife

100+ Certified Wildlife Habitats created

Monarch Butterfly in a Certified Wildlife Habitat  
Photography by Christi Leeson, DNS Web & Graphic Design Coord.
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River Network
Seth & Dorothy Ross
Rucker Properties, Inc.
Charles & Kathy Shattuck
Bret Snyder & Anna Quisel
Peter Frederick & Marilyn Spalding
Richard & Linda Stat
State Of Maryland - College Park
Larry & Karen Steenhoek
Michael & Jennifer Steiner
David & Susan Stratton
Sussex County Council
Eric & Laura Thompson
Kate Threefoot
Lowell & Lois Underhill
Ellis & Bonnie Underkoffler
University Of Delaware
Rob Walton & Elizabeth Pertzoff
W.E. Shone Company
John & Aubree Wellons
Wild Birds Unlimited
Evelyn Williams
Brian & Carrie Winslow
Tom & Diane Wren
Jamie & Phyllis Wyeth
Karen Zecher
$500 - $999
Agilent Technologies
Atlantic Concrete Company Inc.
John Bare & Kim Townsend
Bill & Sonja Bochow
Joan Bolling
Brandywine Red Clay Alliance
Warren Butt & Elaine Schmerling
Jeff & Beth Chambers
James & Mary Jo Chandler
Cokesbury Village Residents Association
Corrado Construction Company
County Bank
Edward & Bonnie Crawford
George & Cathy Datto
Lisa Daudon
Delaware Community Foundation
Del-Coast Design & Build LLC
Paul Dennison & Sue Schaefer
Thomas Ford
Greg Gagliano
Mary Ann & Ed Gorko
Greg Greene & Paula Janssen
Nathan & Marilyn Hayward
John Hesselberth
Peter & Su Horty
Clifford & Kim Hunter
I. G. Burton & Co., Inc.
Incyte Corporation 
William & Barbara Jaffee
Joe & Eileen Janssen
John & Jan Jones
Fred & Lynne Kielhorn
Adam Landis & Deborah Miller
Edward & Kristin Ledden
Frank Levy
Ronald & Carol Majors

Milford Lions Club
Michael Moore
National Parks Conservation Assocation
Nucar Lewes Auto Mall
Christopher & Mary Patterson
James & Kathleen Patton
Duer & Edna Pierce
Charles & Kathy Potter
John & Barbara Reader
Earl & Rebecca Rogers
Rotary Club of Wilmington
Rodney & Lynn Herrick Sharp
Scott & Nancy Sherr
Southern Delaware Medical Group
Dee Stevens
Richard & Violette Sutton
Town of Slaughter Beach
Dick & Janice Taylor
W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.
Roland & Kate Tyler Wall
Constance West
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Dorothy Whitmore
Norman Wilder
David & Ashley Wilks
Richmond & Linda Williams
Ziggy’s Wood Floor Mechanics
$250-$499
Anonymous (2)
Allen & Maggie Alexander
Rick & Elly Alexander
AstraZeneca Inc.
Leonard Avdey
Awakened Heart Spiritual Center
Bank of America
Fran Bayard
Karl & Kristin Bennett
David & Sandy Beswick
Wendy Scott & Sandra Taccone
Brightfields, Inc
Lisa Brubaker
Andrew Bunting
Chanticleer Foundation
Cokesbury Village Residents Association
Larry & Leslie Cook
Lois Dow & William Rowe
DRPR Strategies, LLC
DuPont Sourcing & Logistics
Ederic Foundation
Rod Ellingsworth & Sharon Small
Tom & Margaret Evans
Heather Evans
Richard & Kim Facciolo
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
David & Catrien Goldsworthy
Todd & Donna Goodman
David & Melanie Greenewalt
Frederick & Stasia Greenewalt
Christopher & Deborah Halligan
Larry & Marion Hamermesh
Bill & Melinda Hardie
John James & Sandra Dennison-James
Johnson & Johnson

Stephen & Lisa Kelly
Kennett Design, LLC
Peter Kjellerup & Mandy Cabot 
Travis & Julia Koch
KT&D, Inc.
Gregory & Ruth Lavelle
 Edward & Kristin Ledden
Christopher Lin
Tom & Ruth Marshall
Eric & Suzanne Martin
Kathryn Massau
W. Michael & Maria McCabe
Merck Partnership For Giving
Mielnikiewicz & Hearne Family
Matt Sarver & Lauren Morgens
Steve Needs & Joanne McGeoch
Network For Good
Pennoni Associates, Inc
The Pilot School
Richard & Karen Quisenberry
Pawan & Ritu Rastogi
Robbie & Wendy Richards
Joseph & Joan Rosenthal
Ginny Schiavelli
Brigitte Segmuller
James & Patricia Seif
Eli & Molly Sharp
Don Sparks
Gerry & Diane Street
P. Coleman & Susan Townsend
Stephen Toy & Margit Boer
Phillip Liu & Kate Tullis
Jerry & Judi VanderWerff
Brock & Yvonne Vinton
Bruce & Jenny Vrana
Sue Welles
Robert Wieman & Sarah Ryan
Wilmington Friends School
Katharine Wiseman
Jim & Linda Wolfer
Larry & Joyce Zutz

Memorial Gifts
Memorial gifts are generous gifts received 
in memory of a loved one and are allocated 
towards Delaware Nature Society’s 
endowment fund (unless otherwise noted)
In Memory of Raimon Beard
Patrick & Carol Ireland
In Memory of Rev. Robert M. Doss
Gertrude Drysdale
In Memory of Daniel D. Friel, Sr. - Gift to 
Bird Conservation & Research
Barbara Holme
In Memory of Maxine Robertson Furbush
Susan Fisher
Erin & Beth Guinan
Kathryn Hawley
Raymond & Diane Hender
Skip & Sharon Hudson
Stuart Kahl
Ross & Susan Loeser

Jane Long
John & Kathryn Sampson
S.B. Swayze
In Memory of Bonnie Jean Greenberg
Dan Greenberg
In Memory of Annabella Irving
Henry & Mary Ellen Irving
In Memory of Heath Janssen
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
In Memory of Patricia McNeilly
Patricia & John Bannan
Marilynne & Frank Lesher
Robert Myers
Robert & Barbara Muskas
In Memory of Frank Milbourne
Celeste Galati
Michael & Christina Podmaniczky
In Memory of Gerda Belk Mortenson
Ray Mortenson & Jean Wardle
In Memory of Tina Linn Nitkowski
Marjean Heisler
In Memory of Gilbert Rawlings
John & Nancy Franklin
In Memory of Richard Robbins
Douglas & Karen Druliner
In Memory of Joe Weed
Mary Jo & E. Erskine Hopkins
Bettye Stout & Kevin Lane
Arthur & Joanne Oakes
Carol Oakes
Phyllis Sheehan
Robert & Maureen Steffon
James & Carol Teal
Richard Weed
Sarah Wolff
Gifts to the Mary Fey Jenkins 
Scholarship Fund
Brian & Helen Fischel
Tom Fey
Jeffrey & Barbara Garland
Kuniko Okamoto
Gifts to the Michael Riska Educational 
Intern Scholarship Fund
Michael Riska & Angie Dunson

Contributions ~ In-Kind
Allen & Margaret Alexander
Ellen Barrosse
Fran Bayard
Gloria Cooke
Dogfish Head Craft Brewed Ales
Foxglove Fiberarts Supply
Goorland Supply Company
Robert Grenfell
Mispillion River Brewing
Joe Protano
June Robbins
Sir Speedy Printing

2,000+ birds banded 
for research 

at Ashland, Bucktoe,  
Coverdale & Abbott’s Mill
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Prarie Warbler at Bucktoe Creek Preserve – Photography by Dr. Ian Stewart, DNS Ornithologist
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Delaware Nature Society has been a longstanding advocate 
for fishable, swimmable, and drinkable waterways. We work 
to improve the connection between the natural world and 
the public, educating people about conservation and their 
watershed and teaching them how simple decisions in 
their everyday life affect water. 

Despite the passage of the Clean Water Act over 40 years 
ago, there are residents today that still do not have access 
to clean, safe drinking water, and whose waterways are 
deemed unsafe for recreational use. 

The Delaware River watershed spans 330 miles and four 
states and provides crucial habitat to hundreds of plant and 
wildlife species including over 200 fish species. From its 
source in the Catskill Mountains of 
New York, the Delaware River flows 
downstream past rural, suburban, 
and urban areas throughout the 
mid-Atlantic region, including Trenton, 
NJ, Philadelphia, PA, and Wilmington, DE. 
More than 15 million people rely on Delaware 
River waterways for clean drinking water. 

Over 90% of our local waterways are not recommended for 
swimming, drinking, or fish consumption. While this is a 
challenge, it also presents opportunities to improve our 
water quality by collaborating with others to find solutions. 

In December, 2016, the U.S. Congress passed the Delaware 
River Basin Conservation Act (DRBCA) as part of a larger 
legislative package known as the Water Infrastructure 
Improvements Act for the Nation (WIIN). 
This federal support achieved by other 
major watersheds, such as the Chesapeake 
Bay, will help to implement restoration 
and protection activities in addition to 
supporting projects to protect our water 
quality, recreation opportunities, and critical 
wildlife habitat. 

As one of the leading environmental 
organizations in the state, Delaware Nature 
Society represents Delaware for 2 regional 

powerhouse advocacy coalitions: Coalition for the Delaware 
River Watershed unites organizations throughout the 
region effectively advocating for protecting and restoring 
the Delaware River Basin. Choose Clean Water Coalition 
has been harnessing the collective power of more than 
230 groups to advocate for clean rivers and streams in all 
communities in the Chesapeake Bay region since 2010. 

Delaware Nature Society also works closely with Delaware 
Center for the Inland Bays, Partnership for the Delaware 

Estuary, and the University of Delaware Water 
Resource Center on the Clean Water: Delaware’s 

Clear Choice campaign, a statewide education 
and outreach effort focused on securing 

additional clean water funding. This campaign 
is championed by our Clean Water Alliance, a 

coalition of diverse stakeholder groups, 
and our Water Warriors, citizen 

advocates that care about 
water quality.

In June 2017, Delaware Nature Society joined the Alliance 
for Watershed Education of the Delaware River funded by 
the William Penn Foundation. The 23 education centers in 
the Alliance – including our DuPont Environmental Education 
Center – are engaging thousands of people in exploring 
and enjoying their local waters to become stewards of the 
Delaware River watershed. 

Water is essential for all life – we can’t 
underestimate its value, and we all need 
to do our part to protect it. You can take 
small steps to help ensure the protection 
of water. Join our efforts in the Clean Water 
Campaign. Protect habitats for wildlife 
by planting native plants in your garden  
(helps you use less water and no fertilizer). 
Together we can protect the source. 
Please visit DelNature.org/HealthyWaters 
to help make a difference.

Delaware Nature Society has been a longstanding advocate 
for fishable, swimmable, and drinkable waterways. We work 
to improve the connection between the natural world and 
the public, educating people about conservation and their 
watershed and teaching them how simple decisions in 
their everyday life affect water. 

Despite the passage of the Clean Water Act over 40 years 
ago, there are residents today that still do not have access 
to clean, safe drinking water, and whose waterways are 
deemed unsafe for recreational use. 

The Delaware River watershed spans 330 miles and four 
states and provides crucial habitat to hundreds of plant and 
wildlife species including over 200 fish species. From its 
source in the Catskill Mountains of 
New York, the Delaware River flows 
downstream past rural, suburban, 
and urban areas throughout the 
mid-Atlantic region, including Trenton, 
NJ, Philadelphia, PA, and Wilmington, DE. 
More than 15 million people rely on Delaware 
River waterways for clean drinking water. 

Over 90% of our local waterways are not recommended for 
swimming, drinking, or fish consumption. While this is a 
challenge, it also presents opportunities to improve our 
water quality by collaborating with others to find solutions. 

In December, 2016, the U.S. Congress passed the Delaware 
River Basin Conservation Act (DRBCA) as part of a larger 
legislative package known as the Water Infrastructure 
Improvements Act for the Nation (WIIN). 
This federal support achieved by other 
major watersheds, such as the Chesapeake 
Bay, will help to implement restoration 
and protection activities in addition to 
supporting projects to protect our water 
quality, recreation opportunities, and critical 
wildlife habitat. 

As one of the leading environmental 
organizations in the state, Delaware Nature 
Society represents Delaware for 2 regional 

powerhouse advocacy coalitions: Coalition for the Delaware 
River Watershed unites organizations throughout the 
region effectively advocating for protecting and restoring 
the Delaware River Basin. Choose Clean Water Coalition 
has been harnessing the collective power of more than 
230 groups to advocate for clean rivers and streams in all 
communities in the Chesapeake Bay region since 2010. 

Delaware Nature Society also works closely with Delaware 
Center for the Inland Bays, Partnership for the Delaware 

Estuary, and the University of Delaware Water 
Resource Center on the Clean Water: Delaware’s 

Clear Choice campaign, a statewide education 
and outreach effort focused on securing 

additional clean water funding. This campaign 
is championed by our Clean Water Alliance, a 

coalition of diverse stakeholder groups, 
and our Water Warriors, citizen 

advocates that care about 
water quality.

In June 2017, Delaware Nature Society joined the Alliance 
for Watershed Education of the Delaware River funded by 
the William Penn Foundation. The 23 education centers in 
the Alliance – including our DuPont Environmental Education 
Center – are engaging thousands of people in exploring 
and enjoying their local waters to become stewards of the 
Delaware River watershed. 

Water is essential for all life – we can’t 
underestimate its value, and we all need 
to do our part to protect it. You can take 
small steps to help ensure the protection 
of water. Join our efforts in the Clean Water 
Campaign. Protect habitats for wildlife 
by planting native plants in your garden  
(helps you use less water and no fertilizer). 
Together we can protect the source. 
Please visit DelNature.org/HealthyWaters 
to help make a difference.

Taking Care of Our Source

13Summer Camp Children Kayak in Local Waterways Thanks, in Part, to Clean Water Efforts

What is a Watershed? 
A watershed is an area 
of land that drains into a 
specific body of water. 

Everyone lives within a 
watershed. What we do on 
land directly impacts the 
quality of our waters. 

W a t e r
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480 stream samples 
taken to ensure  
safe drinking water 
for 15 million people

Volunteers with 20+ hours
Jacob Adkins
Brian Akins
Barbara Aldinger
Michele Alexander
Steve Allen
Aryal Ames
Owen Andreasen
Sophia Andrews
Amelie Assmus-Schubert
Lauren Aussprung
Christopher Avila
Kate Ayars
Zoe Bara
Angie Barbato
Dan Barbato
Karen Barker
Aidan Bartley
Katie Baxa
Fran Bayard
David Beattie
Reuben Becker-Klein
Sophie Becker-Klein
Paul Beckman
Mary Behal
Addie Rose Best
Joe Birmingham
Vicki Birmingham
Max Bischoff
Barbara Borleske
Eric Brinsfield
Margaretta Brokaw
Leah Brooks
Trudyann Buckley
Connor Cadogan
Adriana Cairns
Cammie Cairns
Richard Cairns
Sam Calvert
Rachel Cameron
Giovanni Campanelli
John Campanelli
Mark Carter
Chris Chambers

Jeff Chambers
Katie Chambers
Cyrus Chelucci
Brooke Cherry
Steve Childers
Kaui Chokshi
Joshua Chubbs
Lauren Chubbs
Michaela Clarkson
Jill Constantine
Jennifer Cook
Stephen Cottrell
Thomas Coughlin
Brendan Coulter
Greg Cressman
Joshua Cruse
Annabelle Damude
Gregory Datto
Harold Davis
Josiah Davis
Annika Delport
Sandy Dennison-James
Rachel Despins
Nina DiPinto
Jim Donahue
Kevin Donnelly
Anya Dougherty
Neil Dougherty
Maria Dziembowska
Salter Elizabeth
Venunath Enugula
Michael Everhart
Anna Fahey
Luke Fahey
Lew Fanny
Sally Feeley
Pam Finkelman
Gordon Fisher
Tyler Flanagan
Lorraine Fleming
Sarah Flenner
Peter Flint
Maurice Floyd

Joseph Francis
Margaretta Frederick
Kimberly Frey
Ted Ganter
Michael Gardner
Zachary Gardoski
Leslie Gast
Sam Gattuso
Jacob Gehrt
Taylor Gerard
Nancy Gerwinski
Nancy Goggin
Andrea Goliaszewski
David Goodman
Luke Goodman
Hannah Greenberg
Kathleen Greene
Gary Grulich
Kuno Haimbodi
Elizabeth Hamilton
Greta Hansen
Melinda Hardie
Carol Harrold
Ian Hartley
Kieran Hawkins
Ron Heringslack
Larry Hess
John Holloway
Alexis Houston
Donna Hoyt
Madison Hughes
Helga Huntley
Sasha Jernakoff
Alex Johnson
Gerard Jones
Joshua Jones
Haley Jordan
Kristelle Juhasz
Jeffrey Kane
Spencer Kelly
Natalie Kendall
Jacquelyn Kepley
Ellen Kohler

Maya Koretzky
Sam Koval
Robert Krajeski
Tim Lantz
Katie Larkin
Sara Larkin
Julianna Larock
Helen Laster
Dragonfly Leathrum
Max Lebbern
Michael Lee
Emma Lewis
Katherine Long
Katie Mack
Gabriel MacKinney
Lukas MacKinney
Miranda Maliszka
Meghann Matwichuk
Barbara McGeehan
Julianne McIndoe
Ashleigh McKinney
Andrew McKnight
Becky Meister
Laurel Meredith
Sophie Mirotznik
David Monge
Michael Moore
Richard Morelli
Lauren Morgens
Joshua Mortenson
Louis Mortenson
Mojdeh Motahar
Tammy Motahar
Alonia Needs
Margaret Nelson
Lindsey Nolen
Kelley Nunn
Sally O’Byrne
Christine Odom
Emi Oka
Amy O’Neil
Parker Kathleen O’Neil
Jeff Pantazes

Grace Para
Chris Patterson
Kathryn Pearlstine
Lisa Pertzoff
Serah Pesce
Julie Pfeffer
Katarina Pfeifer
David Pic
Grace Pignolo
Benny Powers
Paula Pranda
Mary Pro
Will Provine
Shaun Quinlan
Barbara Reader
Jeraud Reb
Ava Rice
Elena Rice
Michael Rice
Rebecca Richardson
Sarah Richardson
Dawn Rittenhouse
June Robbins
W. Eric Roberson
Dirk Robinson
Edward Rohrbach
Frank Rohrbacher
Cynthia Rominger
Cyrus Rosen
Seth Ross
Bob Rufe
Joseph Russell
William Ryan
Sara Sabo
Anna Schleiniger
Megan Schleiniger
Christian Schlobach
Elaine Schmerling
Monika Schock
James Seif
Henry Seiler
Meredith Slaten
Carol Spease

Kevin Starnes
Kim Steininger
Richard Stigale
Daphne Stingel
Dale Stratton
Gerald Street
Sharon Struthers
Colin Sullivan
Kathleen Szczerba
Simran Tandon
Maggie Thompson
Brian Todt
Linda Tribit
Rob Tuttle
Casey Tyler
Natalie Ulp
Hugh Underhill
Lowell Underhill
Juliet Vadas
Abigail Vanderloo
Mary Vane
Andy Vantrease
Jan Vincins
Roland Wall
John Walls
Kenneth Wat
Mae Watson
Howard Weissman
Alexandra White
Kari White
Sam Wilder
Evelyn Williams
Lynn Williams
Richmond Williams
Jim Wolfer
Zoe Yost
Marian Young
Timothy Zador
Nan Zamorski
Jared Zaruba
Isabel Zungailia
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16,000+ nature 
discovery lessons  

taught to  
141,000+ students 

during fieldtrips & overnights at 
our locations & visits to schools 
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Financial Highlights
Income	 2017	 2016

Support & Revenue			 
  Dues & Donations	 3,230,405 	 664,176 
  Grants & Contracts	 2,602,774 	 741,406 
  Program Fees	 558,636 	 763,145 
  Special Events	 137,159 	 133,503 
  Other Income	 46,947 	 48,078 
  Investment Income	 2,936,801 	 1,471,721 
  Total Support & Revenue	 9,512,722 	 3,822,029 	

Expenses			 
  Program	 3,703,083	 3,475,754 
  Management & General	 335,985 	 546,976 
  Fundraising	 279,507 	 254,245 
  Total Expenses	 4,318,575 	 4,276,975 	

Change in Net Assets	 5,194,147 	 (454,946)	
Net Assets, beginning of year	 42,155,721 	 42,610,667 
Net Assets, end of year	 47,349,868 	 42,155,721 

Assets, Liabilities & Net Asset Summary	
  Cash & cash equivalents	 1,140,337 	 402,114 
  Marketable securities	 20,444,002 	 18,472,207 
  Accounts & grants receivable	 1,806,708 	 953,902 
  Prepaid expenses	 51,161 	 27,159 
  Property & equipment, net	 24,003,268 	 22,375,606 
  Total Assets	 47,445,476 	 42,230,988 	
  Total Liabilities	 95,608 	 75,267 
  Total Net Assets	 47,349,868 	 42,155,721	

Total Liabilities & Net Assets	 47,445,476 	 42,230,988
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Expenses

Coverdale Farm Preserve 
produced & sold:

12,200 eggs produced by 10 breeds of 
egg laying hens foraging on pasture

880 lbs. of conventional & heritage 
pasture-raised Thanksgiving turkeys 

for 45 families
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35 years of Natural History and a Commitment to Conservation
In 2016, Delaware Nature Society commemorated 
the 35th Anniversary of our Abbott’s Mill Nature 
Center – Delaware’s only preserved, working 
gristmill. This represents a unique partnership 
between Delaware Nature Society, Delaware’s 
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs, and 
Delaware’s Division of Fish and Wildlife. Abbott’s Mill 
Nature Center has grown from its humble 27-acre 
beginnings to include 483 acres of conserved 
lands throughout Sussex County, including Blair’s 
Pond Nature Preserve, Isaacs and Isaacs-Greene 
Preserves, and Marvel Saltmarsh Preserve. 

Throughout the year of 2016, Abbott’s Mill 
Nature Center held several events honoring its 
35th Anniversary. Abbott’s Mill hosted Patagonia’s 
The New Localism Documentary Film Festival, 
its inaugural Run the Mill 5K (which has become 
an annual tradition for Abbott’s), Meal at the Mill 
(a farm-to-table inspired menu paired with Dogfish 
Head beer), and perennial favorite, Autumn at 
Abbott’s Festival. Thank you to Abbott’s Mill Nature 
Center’s 35th Anniversary sponsors for your support. 
The year-long celebration was a true success. 

Visit DelNature.org/AbbottsMill to learn more about Abbott’s Mill Nature Center.

35th Anniversary
Abbott’s Mill Nature Center’s

Abbotts Pond, Abbott’s Mill Nature Center, Milford, DE


